

WERBEKOCH, Zum Grenzgraben 28, 76698 Ubstadt-Weiher, 20.02.2015
Pressemeldung: Bonfiglioli, Mobile&Wind Business Unit


A preview of results for 2014 with prospects and strategies for 2015

Bonfiglioli’s Mobile&Wind Business Unit ended 2014 with results up compared to 2013. According to early estimates, turnover for 2014 will hit 359 million Euros, an impressive + 18% rise over 2013. This excellent performance has been made possible by different factors in different markets. First and foremost, we have seen major growth in electromobility, a field in which our innovative products have begun to attract serious attention from global names like Toyota. 
The crane and marine system sectors are also experiencing rapid growth in Europe and Asia, in stark contrast with the flat market afflicting the oil industry. In the construction sector, road surfacing machines and mini-excavators in particular have made a positive contribution to our 2014 turnover, counteracting stagnation in the earth moving and mining markets. Economic trends are changing more rapidly than ever and are affected by a large number of variables. For example, the slow-down in agricultural machinery sales caused by changes to farming tax incentives in the USA  (our main market for this sector) and falling cereal prices has led to cutbacks in investment in new technology. 
The wind energy sector has seen good growth, strengthening our leadership in wind turbine pitch and yaw control and contributing 95.8 million Euros to our global turnover for 2014. 
2015 looks like being a year of uneven trends. Electromobility will enjoy further growth, along with cranes and marine systems, but the oil extraction industry could see contract yet again as a result of low oil prices.  The wind industry will continue to enjoy significant growth, while the market for earth moving machinery is likely to remain stagnant throughout the year.
2014 saw our Business Unit investing heavily in research to develop new applications for a highly unpredictable market characterised by rapid upturns and downturns. The product lines purchased by Comer can be seen in this light: these offer additional solutions to complement existing ones for mini-excavators and Electromobility. We are forecasting such a buoyant market in this particular sector in 2015 that we are planning to increase the workforce at our Forlì production plant.
The Bonfiglioli Mobile&Wind Business Unit exports around 90% of its output, with turnover distributed geographically as follows: Europe and Middle East 41%, America 26%; Asia 21%, rest of the world 1%.
Our in-depth knowledge of the markets has been key to our success, as it has allowed us to seize every opportunity to generate value. An example of this corporate farsightedness is the expansion of our presence on the USA market, where we now foresee excellent results in 2015, with percentages even better than those achieved last year.   
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